ESSEX STRAGGLERS' ORIENTEERING SOCIETY

Committee Meeting Monday 8th March @ 1930 hrs

Village Hall, Hatfield Peverel, CM3 2HP   

Present:  Lyn West (Welfare Officer), Julie Laver (Development Officer), Emma Johnson, Nancy Powell Davies (Treasurer), Jack Isbester (Secretary), Dave Skinner (Fixtures Secretary), Kevin Machin (Mapping)

In the absence of the Chair and the Vice-Chair Lyn West accepted an invitation to chair the meeting
	No
	Item
	Action

	
	
	

	1
	Apologies for absence were received from:   

Tracey Apperley, Andrew Cordle, Richard Barker, Derek Keeble, Geraldine Russell, John Russell, Mark Lyne, John Collyer, Jenny Collyer


	

	2
	The Minutes of the meeting of 11.01.10 were approved


	

	3
	Matters arising from the Minutes:

6.  The problems with the training SI equipment were found to be caused by changed settings which, when returned to the original settings, eliminated the problems.  It is not known how the settings had been changed.
11. Delivery of a permanent control marker to Joan Pinch is in hand, but it was reported that a second marker is now required as a second post has been mislaid.

12. The committee confirmed that Andrew should amend the Organiser's Manual to show that, to satisfy insurance requirements, a 'qualified orienteer' (ie a Controller or Coach) should sign or countersign all Risk Assessments

12. Payments of expenses for participation in Peter Palmer Relays are to be decided annually, to take account of circumstances that year.

	John Collyer

Andrew



	4
	Correspondence:
Nestlé have invited SOS to offer an event for inclusion in their 'Get Set Go Free' programme.  Check with Caroline at BOF and if no problems are foreseen SOS will offer Wivenhoe (20th June ESSOL)


	Jack

	5
	The Treasurer's report was noted

	


	6
	The Fixture Secretary's report was noted

a)  Noted that SOS has no policy for charging for Groups (families, pairs, adult plus child, 1 map, several maps, etc).  Proposals to be drafted for submission to the next committee meeting
b)  Parking fees.  Agreed that when parking fees for cars are £1 mini-buses should be £3 and coaches £5.

c)  Agreed that a parking fee should be charged at Donylands

d)  Agreed that the Organisers' Manual should be amended to take account of the Chalkney and previous Event Feedback Forms

e)  The shortage of Planners is desperate.  Several possible names were considered.  The committee noted that the Danbury  (9th May) and Wivenhoe (20th June) events will have to be cancelled if officials cannot be found.

f)  A copy of the recent BOF-circulated ecology report should be sent to Lord Petre

g)  The committee noted that the 'orienteering' carpark at Hylands Park now contains a children's play area and may no longer be suitable for orienteering car parking.  To be further investigated.
 

h)  The possibility of programming a Regional Event in Hatfield in Summer 2012 to be considered.

i)   The Start area at Donylands is to feature proper start lanes to eliminate the confusion seen at other recent events.

j)   SOS procedures for entry-on-the-day have recently focused on insurance (contact information for all participants) and safety (car registration no. and did you travel alone?) issues.  It was noted that pre-entries do not collect the same safety information.  Interrogation of the Start box(es) can usually identify any missing persons but several examples were noted of how errors can be introduced.  Those who travel alone should be urged to leave their car keys with the Organiser.


	Dave

Andrew

Lyn

Andrew

Committee
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Dave
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Committee

Andrew

	7
	The Mapping report was noted

	


	8
	Equipment and club kit

SUFFOC have requested a loan of the SOS training kit for a string course at Ickworth and have pointed out that the kit was bought with funds provided through EAOA.  The committee does not see a case for repeated lending of the kit to SUFFOC but agrees to a one-off lending of the basic kit (minus the supplementary items) so that SUFFOC can see the benefits of the kit and obtain their own.

	Hilary
Julie

	9
	Newsletter
The committee thanked Rachel for an excellent newsletter, produced almost single-handed, and asked Andrew to pass on the set of Pod's Wood photos for inclusion in future editions.  Noel Privett (son-in-law of Jack Isbester) was thanked for his 'running brain' cartoon.

 
	Andrew

	10
	The committee noted that there was no Webmaster's report but that Andrew intended to respond to any issues raised and was engaged in an extended process of updating the SOS website.  Agreed that the process was welcome and should continue.


	Andrew

	11
	The committee wished Permanent Course Officer Derek Keeble a speedy recovery from a hip replacement operation.  It was noted that Maldon Council want Burnham Riverside mapped and a permanent course there and at Maldon Promenade.


	John Collyer

	12

12
	a)  The Development Committee report was noted.

As a means of encouraging SOS juniors to recognise and fraternise with one another it was agreed that Yvette Baker & Peter Palmer team members and juniors participating in three training sessions should be given green SOS teeshirts.

b)  The 'Grow' project is to occupy five weeks from May 8th, first choice of venue being High Woods, and SOS volunteers will be needed.  Julie to recruit and organise and Nancy to invoice Hilary Palmer for funding award of £500.
c)  SOS is to receive funding for the Sport England 'Club & Coach' scheme.  The committee agreed that Emma Johnson is to be paid to run weekly coaching sessions.  Receipts, invoices and quarterly reports are to be used to monitor the delivery of the programme.  Participation of 14 participants on average is required, and these can include SOS members.

d)  Julie is to ask HAVOC and WAOC for permission to include a HAVOC and a WAOC event in the annual ESSOL programme as a way of increasing interest amongst young orienteers and identifying talent for the East Anglian Junior Squad.

e)  Julie is to help with the Final of the Essex Games at Hylands Park on 25th May   

f)  The 'Olympic bid' activity has now been moved to July so the CATI proposed for Wivenhoe on 3rd May is to be discarded.  Julie will now support the 'Discovering Places' project (part of the cultural Olympiad) in Central Park, Chelmsford on May 3rd.
g)  Julie wishes to be informed of the date of the Peter Palmer Relays
	Julie
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	13
	Tracey's EAOA report was noted.

Kevin Machin wants to do a Grade III Controller's course

Does Steve Cartwright?  Jack to ask him and inform EAOA of outcome

	Jack

	14
	Membership report

The committee noted that Geraldine intended to circulate a current membership list when her PC problems had been sorted out
	Geraldine



	15
	The Hatfield Peverel Village Hall small committee room or, failing that the large committee room, was considered suitable for future SOS committee meetings and should be booked for the agreed committee meeting dates for the rest of the year.


	Dave

	16
	Date of next meeting was agreed as 10th May 2010 at 19.30

There being no further business the meeting closed at 22.15
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