ESSEX STRAGGLERS' ORIENTEERING SOCIETY

Committee Meeting Monday 5th March 2012 @ 1930 hrs
in the meeting room adjoining Tiptree United Reformed Church, Chapel Road, Tiptree, CO5  0HP

Present:  John Collyer (Chairman), Jenny Collyer (Club Captain), John Russell (Vice Chairman), Jack Isbester (Secretary), Geraldine Russell (Membership Sec.), Julie Laver (Development Committee), Andrew Cordle (Webmaster), Kevin Machin (Mapping).
Minutes
	Item
	Remarks
	Action

	
	
	

	1.
	Apologies for absence:


Rachel Archer, Eddie Banks, Nancy Powell Davies, Dave Skinner, 
Peter Warland.   The Committee noted that Dave Skinner was suffering from a nasty virus and wished him a speedy recovery.

	

	2.
	The Minutes of the meeting of 16th January 2012 were approved.

	

	3.
	Matters arising:

3.10.2 Permission to use College Wood has not yet been obtained and the window for mapping is closing.  To be pursued.

Without College Wood the event would have to be downgraded from B to C.

6.2  David Lumby is co-ordinating the Summer Series.
 
	Dave



	4.
	Correspondence received:
1.   The committee rejected a commercial offer of a tailor made SOS video for the website.  However it was suggested that a video was needed to give novices a clear idea of what orienteering involves.  Possibilities to be explored in the SOS Forum.

2.   All SOS members attending the JK were urged to attend the BOF AGM to applaud John and Jenny Collyer if their nomination for the Silva Award is successful, and to console them if unsuccessful.  Jack undertook to resubmit the nomination next year if unsuccessful this year.
3.  An offer of commercial mapping was noted with interest but not required.
	Jack

Andrew

All

Jack

Jack



	5.
	The Treasurer’s report was noted, in particular her calculations of the effects of the changes to the BOF fee and levy system.  It was noted that the proposed changes have to be approved by the BOF AGM, so it would be sensible to defer any decisions until our May committee meeting.  Jack emphasised his eagerness to obtain a decision in May, when all the facts can be in our possession, to avoid the last-minute panic trying to meet the August deadline when people are away on holiday.

	All

	6.
	Fixtures:

The Fixtures Secretary’s report was noted.

The committee agreed to the Hatfield event becoming the SOS EA League event, subject to acceptance from the EAOA committee.

Jack outlined the Hatfield parking problems.  Kevin pointed out that in Summer heavy rain usually evaporated quickly, meaning that the ground at Woodside Green is unlikely to be ‘soggy’ – the National Trust’s word.  Kevin undertook to create two sets of courses, one for parking at Woodside Green, the other for Elgins.  Entering the forest by car costs £4.60 (minibuses £6.50) and it is in the interests of both SOS and the National Trust for orienteers to park outside the forest.

	Dave

Kevin



	7.
	Mapping report:
1.  Kevin provided an update on the Danbury Common map.

2.  He aims to have the Purple Pen manual completed by Easter, ready for the Summer Series
	Kevin



	8.
	Equipment and club kit report:

1.  Batteries to power the computers and printers have been bought.  Andrew will input the Hockley courses to the computers.  

2.  The committee wants an update on the insurance position.

	Andrew

Nancy

	9.
	Newsletter report:
All going well and nothing to report


	

	10.
	Webmaster’s report:
1.  Duncan Harrison and Steve Cartwright have not yet enrolled in the new Devcom mailing list.  To be chased up.

2.  The committee agreed to the integration of the new SOS Forum into the website.

3.  Event Officials’ Safety Training workshop agreed for Saturday 31st March 1400-1700 in the meeting room at Tiptree United Reformed Church.  Seven participants to date, up to 12 experienced officials acceptable.  On the day organiser:
Supplier of white screen:
	Julie

Andrew

Andrew

John C?



	11.
	Permanent Course Officer’s report:
There was no report


	

	12.
	Development Committee report:
1.  If competitors are to qualify for the incentive scheme when competing in Level D events with colour coded courses their BOF nos. must be recorded.

 2.  Julie reported collaborating with Chelmsford BC in a very well supported event in Hylands Park in which groups of ‘healthy walkers’ and others recruited by the council were given an orienteering course to follow.  
3.  The report was amended to show that the Planners Course is to be on 19th May, not April.

4.  Colour code badges.  Julie reported she had informed Tony Biggs of the SOS view.  John Ward has requested this information so Julie is requested to copy her email to John Ward [jtwagron@aol.com].

	Julie

	13.
	EAOA Report:

1.  Peter Warland has agreed to represent SOS on the EAOA Committee, following Tracey Apperley’s resignation.  The SOS Committee were happy to accept this offer and agreed unanimously to co-opt him to the SOS Committee.  

2.  EAOA (John Ward and Keith Downing) have agreed to provide a one day Planners’ Course at Belhus Country Park on Saturday 19th May.  The course is to be for SOS but members of other EA clubs are welcome to fill spare places, up to a total class of 12.  The course will be free for SOS members and will cost £10 for other participants, with SOS paying the balance of the instructors’ expenses.

	

	14.
	Membership Report
A new membership list has been circulated to the Committee.  There was no report.


	

	15.
	BOF fees and levy proposals for 2013
These have been passed by the BOF Board but have still to be adopted by the AGM.


	

	16.
	SOS AGM
The committee noted that the hall at the Tiptree URC had been provisionally booked for 1930-2230 on Friday 19th October for the AGM and Social, at a cost of £30 and agreed that the booking should be confirmed.

	Jack

	17.
	There was no other business.  The date of the next meeting was agreed as Monday 14th May.


	

	
	The meeting closed at 2110
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