SOS New Year Novelty 2012 – Wivenhoe Park, Colchester
Rules

This is a Novelty Linear Score event – you have 45 minutes to collect as many controls as possible IN THE CORRECT ORDER. 
Controls 1,2 ,3 ... 10 are compulsory – visit as many as possible in the 45 minutes in ascending order - you won’t score for higher numbered controls if you miss one out.  
Controls 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B ... 10A, 10B are optional, but must still be visited in the correct order – to score points 1A and 1B must be visited after 1 and before 2, with 1A before 1B if both are visited.

 Any controls visited out of order will not count to final score. Any missed compulsory control will result in mp therefore negating any subsequent points but all points up till then will count.

Scoring ends 45 minutes after you start -there isn’t a finish to punch. You can carry on round the course (but you won’t score any more points) after this, but you must REPORT TO DOWNLOAD by 1400. 
Registration
Please complete a Registration slip and hand in with your fees - £5 for seniors and groups, £2 for unaccompanied under 21 and students. Dibber hire 50p. Extra maps £1. For insurance purposes, we must have your real name, not an alias, and either your British Orienteering membership number or your abbreviated address (house number/name and Postcode).
Start

The start is close to Registration and may at times be self-service. Make sure you clear and check before starting – ask if unsure about using the SI dibber. Do not start within about a minute of the previous starter, unless you have obviously different running speeds.  

Finish

There is no finish control although there is a flag for those who like something to aim for! You score all the controls you visit up to 45 minutes from the time you start. Don't forget to download. 

Map. 

1:7,500. Some unmapped benches and temporary fences. Do not cross temporary fences. Loose control descriptions.
Points.

You will be awarded 1 point for each compulsory control you visit. 

You will be awarded 1 point for each optional control from 1A to 5B

You will be awarded 2 points for each optional control from 6A to 10B

If you manage to collect all 30 controls within the 45 mins you will earn an extra 1 point for each full 1 min within the time allowed.

Handicap

Handicap points based on age as follows – M10 + 8, M12 & 14 +6, M16 +4, M18 +2, M 20 & 21 & 35 +0, M40 & 45 + 2, M50 & M55 +4, M60 & 65 +6, M70 and above +8. Ws get an extra +2 than the corresponding M. Groups will be handicapped at the Planners’s whim.  

Results 

Checked results will be on www.stragglers.info.
Safety

Some controls require the crossing of the Boundary Rd. Whilst there is not expected to be much traffic we cannot guarantee it will be clear at all times. You must STOP, LOOK, and LISTEN before crossing. Those under 16 must not cross this road unaccompanied

Remember to download no later than 2 p.m. 

If you are travelling alone, complete the Safety Information section of the Entry Form.

Dog walkers use the area. Take care near un-leashed dogs.
There is further safety info at registration and start.
A self-service First Aid kit is available. Nearest A&E is Colchester General - follow the road towards Colchester until you pick up the hospital direction signs.

Good Luck!!!

